


2002 - GFC employee traps 
new species of Asian Ambrosia 
Beetle at Port Wentworth 
(Savannah)
Xyleborus glabratus (Xg)
native to India, Japan, & 
Taiwan (Rabaglia, 2002)

2004 Widespread mortality of 
redbay (Persea borbonia) 
within the Savannah region 
50 miles inland (Pembroke, GA)
Xg found in numerous redbay 
samples
Fraedrich / Harrington isolate 
pathogen, and prove as causal 
agent to the mortality



Raffaelea lauricola is the only known
ambrosia beetle symbiont that causes a 
vascular wilt disease and the only species 
known capable of killing a tree by itself.

Dr. Stephen Fraedrich








