GEORGIA FORESTRY
COMMISSION

A Program of the Georgia Forestry Commission
with support from the U.S. Forest Service

Community Wildfire Protection Plan
An Action Plan for Wildfire Mitigation
and Conservation of Natural Resources

Emanuel County, Georgia

MAY 2018



Prepared by;

CarsonJones, Chief Rangdemanuel County
Will Fell, CWPP Specialigtinitial Plan2017)
Beryl Budd, Wildfire Prevention Specialig®evisedPlan2018)

Georgia Forestry Commission
296 Glynwood Drive
Swainsboro, GA 30401

The following report is a collaborative effort among various entities; the representatives listed
below comprise the core decistaraking team responsible for thigpoet and mutually agree on
the planés content s:

Michael Strowbridge

Fire Chief Swainsboro/Emanuel Co
FD (478) 2375223
chiefstrowbridge@hotmail.com

Martha Culbreth

Director, Emanuel Co

EMA (478) 2373169
mculbreth@emanuelega.gov

Guy Singletary

CountyAdministrator, Emanuel County
(478) 2373881
lgsingletary@emanuelega.gov

CarsonJones

Chief Ranger, Emanuel County Forestry Unit
(478) 2372564

cjones@fc.state.ga.us



mailto:chiefstrowbridge@hotmail.com
mailto:cjones@gfc.state.ga.us

PLAN CONTENTS

PREFACE
l. Objectives& Community CollabOration................ueiiiiiiiiieeeiiiicrier e 5
[I.  Community & Wildfire HiSTOMY........uuueieiiiee e eeee e 6.
I, COUNTYBASEMAPS.....ctuiiiiiiiii ittt et e et e s rnmr e e e e et e e e ta e e e eeasmaeseeeannneeees 13
IV. Community WildfireRISK ASSESSMENL.........ciiiiiiiie e iiiiieeeee e eeme e 16

////////////

V. Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment & RidizardMaps ¢ ¢ & ééééeéeéeéeéé. 20
VI.  PrioritizedMitigation RecommendationS...........cccoeeeiiiiiiiieeeii e eeeeeeeeeeeevemme e 24
VI ACHON PIAN ...ttt e e e e e e e e see e eees eeéé.2
VIII. Mitigation & Grant Assistanceééeéeeeéeee88&ééece
IX. Gl ossaryééééééeéecécécécéceéeeeéeéeéeécécéece. . 3
X. Sources of I nformationéééeéééeecééeééeeéeecéeéec
Appendeddocuments:
Emanuel County SoutheiVildfire Risk Assessment Summary Rep@WRA)

Emanuel County Wildfire Preuppression Plan

NFPA 1141 Standard for Fire Protection Infrastructure for Land Development in
Suburban and Rural Areas.



Preface

The extreme weather conidins that are conducive to wildfire disasters (usually a combination

of extended drought, low relative humidity and high winds) can occur in this area of Georgia as
infrequently as every 105 years. This is not a regular event, but as the number of lbates

have been built in or adjacent to forested or wildland areas increases, it can turn a wildfire under
these weather conditions into a major disaster. Wildfires move fast and can quickly overwhelm
the resources of even the best equipped fire departhgrdance planning can save livesmes
andbusinesses.

This Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) includes a locally assessed evaluation of the
wildland urban interface areas of the county, looking at the critical issues regarding access to
theseareas, ri sk to properties from gener al i ssues
practices andesponse from local fifghting resources. It further incorporates a locally devised

action plan to mitigate these risks and hazards though plamuingation and other avenues that

may become available to address the increasing threat of wildland fire. The CWPP does not

obligate the county financially in any way, but instead lays a foundation for improved emergency
response if and when grant fundiscavailable to the county.

The Plan is provided at no cost to the county and can be very important for county applications
for hazard mitigation grant funds through the National Fire Plan, FEMA mitigation grants and
Homeland Security. Under the HealthgrEst Restoration Act (HFRA) of 2003, communities
(counties) that seek grantsiingdhe federal government for hazardous fuels reduction work are
required to prepare a Community Wildfire Protection Plan.

This plan will:
1 Enhance publisafety
1 Raise publi@awareness of wildfire hazards argks
1 Educate homeowners on how to reduce hgnitability
1 Build and improve collaboration at multigkevels

The public does not have to fall victim to this type of disaster. Homes (and communities) can be
designed, bl and maintained to withstand a wildfire even in the absence of fire equipment and
firefighters on the scene. It takes planning and commitment at the local level before the wildfire
disaster occurs and that is what the Community Wildfire Protection #&lhabout.
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|. OBJECTIVES & COMMUNITY COLLABORATION

The mission of the following report is to set clear priorities for the implementation of wildfire
mitigation in Emanuel County. The plan includes prioritized recommendations for the
appropriate typgand methods of fuel reduction and structure ignitability reduction that will
protect this community and its essential infrastructure. It also includes a plan for wildfire
suppression. Specifically, the plan includes commuratytered actions that will:

1 Educate citizens on wildfire, its risks, and ways to protect livepeopkrties,
1 Support fire rescue and suppressaoitities,

1 Focus on collaborative decisionaking and citizeparticipation,

1 Develop and implement effective mitigation strategaesl

1 Develop and implement effective community ordinancescaai@s.

The core team convened on August 28010 to assess risks and develop the Community

Wildfire Protection Plan. The group is comprised of representatives from local government, local
fire auttorities, and the state agency responsible for forest management. Below are the groups
included in the task force:

Emanuel County Board of Commissioners
Emanuel County EMA

Swainsboro Emanuel Co Fire Dept.
Georgia Forestry Commission

It was decided to condticommunity assessments on the basis individual fire districts in the
county. The various fire departments in the county assessed their districts and reconvened on Jan
28", 2011 for the purpose of completing the following:

Risk Assessment Assessed wildfe hazard risks and prioritized mitigation actions.
FuelsReduction Identified strategies for coordinating fuels treatmmojects.

Structurelgnitability Identified strategies for reducing the ignitabilitystfuctures
within the Wildlandinterface.

Emergency Management Forged relationships among local government and fire districts and
developed/refined a piguppression plan.

EducationandOutreach Developed strategies for increasing citizen awarenesaciod
and to conduct homeowner and commuregdemworkshops.
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II. COMMUNITY & WILDFIRE HISTORY

Background

Emanuel County, in southeast Georgia's wiregrass region, is the state'sithirtyounty. It was
carved from Bulloch and Montgomery counties in 1812 and named for David Emanuel, a vetera
of the Revolutionary War (17783) who served as governor of the state in 1801. Although
portions of Emanuel County were later annexed by five other counties, Johnson (1858), Jenkins
(1905), Toombs (1905), Candler (1914), and Treutlen (1918), its reTgd&@B6 square miles

make it the seventh largest in area of Georgia's counties.

The county's original inhabitants were Creek Indians, who lost their land in the 1773 and 1783
Indian cessions. The first white settlers arrived thereafter, acquired landdoy,lahd cleared
arable land from the pine barrens that cover the county to set up subsistence farmeelBtedst
industries soon joined agriculture as an economic mainstay, with the longleaf pine forests
providing raw material for sawmills, turpentisglls, and cabinetmakers.

In the age of the automobile, Swainsboro, the county seat, has been called the "Crossroads of the
South" for its location at the intersection of U.S. highways 1 and 80. In 1822 the state legislature
named it "Swainsborough" iecognition of Stephen Swain, the state senator who introduced the
bill for the county's creation in 1812. The town's nhame was changed to Paris at its incorporation
on February 18, 1854, but three years later reverted to its current name, Swainsboro.

Thereare seven other incorporated towns in the county: Adrian, Garfield, Nunez, Oak Park,
Stillmore, Summertown, and Twin City. Some communities in the county have unusual histories.
Because of a latrineteenthcentury family feud, the county line zigzags tigb the town of

Adrian, placing part of it in Johnson County and part of it in Emanuel County. The town of
Stillmore, originally called Kea's Mill, received its current name from residents with a sense of
humor. They were prompted by a U.S. Post Office maotompanying a list of potential new
names for their town. The memo advised them that if they did not like any of the names on the
list, "still more" could be sent.

Before the Civil War (186%55), transportation through the county was hindered by aofack

roads, and the population remained sparse. This did not prevent Union general William T.
Sherman's troops from sweeping through the area in late 1864 on their march to the sea,
however, and descendants of those who lived through the march still canaidesjor part of

the county's history. Many farms fell into a state of disrepair during the war, and efforts to
rebuild were difficult after the cessation of hostilities. The county retained a rural character,
chiefly because of the lack of roads anitteads. The first train tracks in Emanuel County were

not laid until the 1870s, but when the railroads arrived, an era ofdaege lumber industry

began. Nearly a century later, in the 1960s, a vigorous increase in both population and industrial
trendsled to the county's becoming a center for financial investment.

Colleges in the area include East Georgia College and Southeastern Technical College.
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Notable Emanuel County residents include Pat Mitchell, the first woman to lead the Public
Broadcasting &vice. Among the places of interest are the Emanuel Arts Council, which offers a
gallery and a gift shop, and the George L. Smith State Park, which houses the renovated Parrish
Mill, a combination gristmill, sawmill, covered bridge, and dam dating fral880s. Annual

events include the Pine Tree Festival, Garfield Washpot Cookout, and Agricultural Appreciation
Day.

According to the 2000 U.S. census, the population of Emanuel County was 21,837 (63.7 percent
white, 33.3 percent black, and 3.4 percent Bisp), a 6.3 percent increase since 1990.
Elizabeth B. Cooksey, Savannah, Courtesy New Georgia Encyclopedia

Wildfire History

Emanuel County located in southeast Georgia, is still almost 70% forested, despite an

agricultural presence scattered throughbatcounty. Perhaps with the exception of the large

blocks of woodlands in the areas along the Ohoopee, Canoochee and Ogeechee Rivers, there are
homes and communities scattered throughout the county. The risks and hazards from the

wildland urban interfacare fairly general and substantial throughout the county even on the

edges of the incorporated cities.

Emanuel County is protected by the Swainsboro Emanuel County Fire Department with a full
time station in Swainsboro along with 12 volunteer departmeoéted throughout the county.

The Georgia Forestry Commission maintains a county protection unit located on the southeastern
edge of Swainsboro just off of US Hwy 1 to respond to wildfires throughout the county. The

cities of Swainsboro, Twin City, Admg Oak Park, Summertown, Stillmore, Nunez and Garfield

are serviced by pressurized water systems with hydrants available.

Over the past 52 years, Emanuel County has averaged 133 reported wildland fires per year,
burning an average of 876 acres per yeam@ymoe recent figures over the paét \lears, this
number has reduced significantly to an aver@géb firesper year burning on average 3&es
annually. The occurrence of these fires during this later period shows a pronounced peak during
the montls of January, February, March and April accounting for 57% of the annual fires and
67% of the average acreage burned. There is a significant decrease during the remainder of the
year, partialarly during the summer months, except for years with extremghtsuch as

2007 and 2011.

Over the past@yearq2007%2016) the leading causes of these$r was debris burning and
Machine e causing 45% and %brespectively of the fiseand53% and 86 respectively of

the acres burnedhcendiary (arsn) was thehird leading cause accounting for 12% of the fires
and 14% of the acreage burned during those y@dher major causes were lightnirgjldren,
campfires, and other miscellaneous cauBesords show that over %6of the debridurning
causedires originated from prescribed burning and 27% were caused by careless homeowner
burning. Other debris burning caused fires were from agriculture, site preparation, and
construction activities.

The next several pages-{2) include wildfire data from FY2017 amle preceding 10 fiscal
years (2007 thru 2016Jhis data includes wildfe& numbes, acreges causes, and occurrence
maps.
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Fires Acres
County = Emanuel Cause Fires Acres |5 Yr 5Yr
Avg Avg
Campfire Campfire 7 5.33 |[6.00 7.86
Children Children 1 1.50 |2.40 1.48
Debris: Ag Fiels, Pastures, Debris: Ag Fields, Pastures, Orchards, Et| 2 085 [340 [21.68
Orchards, Etc
DEb”.S: Conspueier L Debris: Construction Land Clearing 3 525 [1.40 1.63
Clearing
Debris: Escaped Prescribed Bur| Debris: Escaped Prescribed Burn 18 171.05) 17.20 73.32
Debris: Household Garbage Debris: Household Garbage 1 0.10 |0.60 0.22
Debris: Other Debris: Other 0 0.00 |(0.40 0.37
Debris: Residential, Leafpiles, | 5o, i Residential, Leafpiles, Yard, Etc |13 19.32 |8.60 |17.94
Yard, Etc
Debris: Site Prep Forestry Debris: Site Prep Forestry Related 13 82.42 |8.00 26.97
Related
Incendiary Incendiary 8 6.43 |[3.80 6.37
Lightning Lightning 5 95.25 | 3.00 43.91
Machine Use Machine Use 10 25.57 | 6.60 11.97
Miscellaneous: . ) . . -
Cutting/Welding/Grinding Miscellaneous: Cutting/Welding/Grinding | 1 0.10 |0.40 0.04
Miscellaneous: Other Miscellaneous: Other 0 0.00 |1.00 0.37
|\_/||sce||ane(_)us: Power Miscellaneous: Power lines/Electric fence| 4 23.20 | 3.60 7.68
lines/Electric fences
Miscellaneous: Spontaneous Miscelaneous: Spontaneous
Heating/Combustion Heating/Combustion . UK )[04 e
E/::sé(;ellaneous: Structure/Vehicle Miscellaneous: Structure/Vehicle Fires 6 3.81 |[3.20 27.85
Miscellaneous: Woodstove Ashe| Miscellaneous: Woodstove Ashes 1 0.20 |0.40 1.24
Railroad Railroad 0 0.00 |0.20 0.02
Smoking Smoking 0 0.00 |0.20 1.70
Undetermined Undetermined 3 10.39 | 4.60 14.3%
Totals for County: Emanuel 97 450.78| 75.40 267.09

Year: 2017
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https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Debris:%20Household%20Garbage&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Debris:%20Other&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Debris:%20Residential,%20Leafpiles,%20Yard,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Debris:%20Residential,%20Leafpiles,%20Yard,%20Etc&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Debris:%20Site%20Prep%20-%20Forestry%20Related&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Debris:%20Site%20Prep%20-%20Forestry%20Related&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Incendiary&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Lightning&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Machine%20Use&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Cutting/Welding/Grinding&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Cutting/Welding/Grinding&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Other&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Power%20lines/Electric%20fences&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Power%20lines/Electric%20fences&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Spontaneous%20Heating/Combustion&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Spontaneous%20Heating/Combustion&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Structure/Vehicle%20Fires&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Structure/Vehicle%20Fires&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Miscellaneous:%20Woodstove%20Ashes&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Railroad&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Smoking&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
https://intranet.gfc.state.ga.us/FireReports/2011-12-RPI/ListFireReportRecords.cfm?SelectCounty=Emanuel&SelectCause=Undetermined&FiscalYear=Yes&SelectYear=2017
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Acreage Burned /Number of Fires
For Emanuel County
For FY 2007-2016
Year Acreage Burned | Number of Fires Average Size A\?é?:;\gig?ze
2007 487.14 94 5.18 18.64
2008 251.74 76 3.31 4.56
2009 285.79 12 3.97 3.90
2010 143.92 42 3.43 3.93
2011 862.25 108 7.98 17.56
2012 544.74 93 5.86 5.08
2013 386.06 87 4.44 4.53
2014 211.02 61 3.46 5.02
2015 193.06 87 2.28 4.42
2016 94.51 45 2.10 6.29

Number of Fires by Cause for Emanuel County for FY 2007 to 2016

Year | Campfire | Children B?J?r?irgsg Incendiary | Lightning Majgiane Miscellaneous| Railroad | Smoking
2007 5 3 21 25 10 22 8 0 0
2008 1 2 37 10 7 13 6 0 0
2009 5 1 28 10 1 15 11 0 1
2010 3 2 21 8 2 4 1 0 1
2011 3 1 49 11 12 23 0 9 0
2012 6 2 41 13 6 14 5 5 1
2013 14 2 42 4 6 6 13 0 0
2014 5 4 35 1 0 3 12 0 1
2015 4 4 47 2 2 5 22 1 0
2016 1 24 4 2 9 5 0 0
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Acreage Burned by Cause of Fire For Emanuel County For FY 2007-2016

1841.84 , Debris Burning -,

1.41 , Undetermined
32.82 , Smoking .
0, Railroad |

329.75 , Miscellaneous

291.93, Mac&

. 76.96 , Campfire
~35.44 , Children
485.4 , Incendiary

, Lightning

Debris Burning Sub Cause For Emanuel County For FY 2007-2016

8, Othe}s s

, Household Garbage — &, 50 , Site Prep

0, Non-Categorizd
34 |, Agriculture

10 , Construction

158 , Escaped Rx Fi

Fire Cause

10



WILDFIREPROTECTIONPLAN:ANATIONPLANFORWILDFIREMITIGATION

Fire Occurrence Map for
Emanuel County for Fiscal Year 2007-2011
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Fire Occurrence Map for
Emanuel County for Fiscal Year 2012-2016
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V. COUNTY BASEMAPS

Lavisboro

Sk -
Emanuel County L
Bartow
(15
wil o
pamp
110
Summe iown
Kite 5
o o
Sarfe S
alrabon
""A Twin it
g
n a
0%
A
opes |
s Nure 7 %
Sthillm o v
= e, — —— 2 s
i A
N B e g <
&
S5 pamon - e
Oak Park
et ek
T siger ©
Cobbown
3
o
Jidalia
Ehig=ton
i Lyore
P Crees
o3 Colline e
Sants Chaw

Ao as

Souwrces : Esri, HERE, Delorme! Intermap, incement P Corp., GEBCO, WSGS, FAC,
NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN/Kadaster NL, Crdnance Survey, EsriJapan, METH,

Esri China (Hong Kong), s-.s'j.ss‘!opc, Mapmyindis, ® OpenStreetMap contributors , and
the GIS User Community = =

13



z
O
T
<
o
T
=
w
x
LL
o
-
=
x
o
LL
z
<
-
o
z
o
o
<
z
<
z
<
-
o
z
O
T
0
w
T
O
x
o
w
x
LL
a
-
2




WILDFIREPROTECTIONPLAN:ANATIONPLANFORWILDFIREMITIGATION

e

o
 Davisboro \_‘\_‘_/\

1

"
"o &
SN

4 CNOmyy Lakw ity

o\ S ovarmas Rd

-
b %
it
ok,

Summertown

B g, :
3

€]

'l
q"'llchmm Bq

[122]

Conoot* " o"'y’
£
-

ll.uL‘sas

R =2 /s \
Soubss! Esri, HERE. DeLormg, USGS, Intermap, INCREMENT PR Can Esri|
Japan, METI, EsriChins"(h‘:i'lg':"_‘Kong).Esri Kores, Esri (Thailsnﬂ). Mapmylndia, |
NGCC, ® OpenStreetMap mt\ﬁlhzgfs and the . 1S Usg,Ggrrmunity Tl

e
15



WILDFIREPROTECTIONPLAN:ANATIONPLANFORWILDFIREMITIGATION

| V. COMMUNITY WILDFIRE RISK ASSESSMENT

The Wildland-Urban Interface

There are many definitions of the Wildlakbtban Interface (WUI), however from a fire
management perspective it is commonly defined as an area where structures and other human
development meet or intermingles with endloped wildland or vegetative fuels. As fire is
dependent on a certain set of conditions, the National Wildfire Coordinating Group has defined
the wildlandurban interface as a set of conditions that exists in or near areas of wildland fuels,
regardles®f ownership. This set of conditions includes type of vegetation, building

construction, accessibility, lot size, topography and other factors such as weather and humidity.
When these conditions are present in certain combinations, they make some casrmonigi

vul nerable to wildfire damage than others. Th
way to define wildlaneurban interface areas when planning for wildfire prevention, mitigation,
and protection activities.

There are three major categs of wildlandurban interface. Depending on the set of conditions
present, any of these areas may be at risk from wildfire. A wildfire risk assessment can determine
the level of risk.

1. ABoundar y éeurban inteddceaiscdaracterized by areas of dey@ment where

homes, especially new subdivisions, press against public and private wildlands, such as private
or commercial forest land or public forests or parks. This is the classic type of wiidlzenal
interface, with a clearly defined boundary betwéige suburban fringe and the ruailintryside.

2.1 nt er mi x-orbaw interfdhde areasd are places where improved property and/or
structures are scattered and interspersed in wildland areas. These may be isolated rural homes or
an area that is just bieging to go through the transition from rural to urban lasel

3.A1 s | and o-urkan ihterface, mlso called occluded interface, are areas of wildland
within predominately urban or suburban areas. As cities or subdivisions grow, islands of
undevelopedand may remain, creating remnant forests. Sometimes these remnants exist as
parks, or as land that cannot be developed due to site limitations, suethaasls.

16
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Wildland Urban Interface Hazards

Firefighters in the wildland urban interface may emteuhazards other than the fire itself, such
as hazardous materials, utility lines and poor access.

Hazardous Materials

1 Common chemicals used around the home may be a direct hazard to firefighters
from a flammability, explosion potential and/or vapor®fi gassing. Such
chemicals include paint, varnish and other flammable liquids, fertilizer, pesticides,
cleansers, aerosol cans, fireworks, batteries and ammunitiatidition, some
common household products such as plastics may give off very toxas fivimen
they burn. Stay out of smoke form burning structures and any unknown sources such
as traslpiles.

lllicit Activities
1 Marijuana plantations or drug production labs may be found in the wildland

urban interface areas. Extremely hazardous matetialsas propane tanks
and flammable/toxic chemicals may é@countered.

Propane Tanks

1 Both large (household size) and small (gas grill size) liquefied propane gas (LPG)
tanks can present hazards to firefighters
Haza ds o0 di sdetalssi on f or

Utility Lines

9 Utility Lines may be located above and below ground and may be cut or
damagedbyt ool s or equi pment . Donboxes. spray wat e

Septic Tanks and Fields

1 Below ground structures may not be réadpparent and may not support the
weightof engines or othezquipment.

New Construction Materials

1 Many new construction materials have comparatively low melting points and may
Ao-fgfas o0 extremely hazardous vapaoblewood Pl asti
are becoming more common and may begin softening and losing structural strength
at 180 degrees F, though they normally do not sustain combustion once direct flame
isremoved. However if they continue to burn they exhibit the characteristics of
flammabldiquids.
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Pets and Livestock

1 Pets and livestock may be left when residents evacuate and will likely be highly
stressed making them more inclined to bite and kick. Firefighters should not put
themselves at risk to rescue petéivastock.

Evacudion Occurring

1 Firefighters may be taking structural protect actions while evacuations of residents
are occurring. Be very cautious of people driving erratically. Distraught residents
mayrefuse to leave their property and firefighters may need to digerfgam
fighting fire to contact law enforcement officers for assistance. In most jurisdictions
firefighters do not have the authority to force evacuations. Firefighters should not put
themselves at risk trying to protect someone who willewacuate!

Li mited Access

1 Narrow onelane roads with no turn around room, inadequate or poorly
maintained bridges and culverts are frequently found in wildland urban
interface areas. Access should be sized up and an evacuation plan for all
emergency personnel should teveloped.

Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) is described as the area where structures and other human
improvements meet and intermingle with undeveloped wildland or vegetative fuels.
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