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The mission of the following report is to set clear priorities for the implementation of wildfir
mitigation inTownsCounty. The plan includes prioritized recommendations for the appropri
types and methods of fuel reduction ataicture ignitability reduction that will protect this
community and its essential infrastructure. It also includes a plan for wildfire suppression.
Specifically, the plan includes communitgntered actions that will:

1 Educate citizens on wildfire, itssks, and ways to protect lives and properties,
1 Support fire rescue and suppression entities,

1 Focus on collaborative decisionaking and citizen participation,

1 Develop and implement effective mitigation strategies, and

1 Develop and implement effective cormanity ordinancesand codes.

The core teansonvend to assess risks and develop the Community Wildfire Protection Pla
Thegroupis comprised of representatives from local government, local fire authdetiesal
and stée agenciesesponsible for forest management. Below are the groups included in the
force:

TownsCounty Government

TownsCountyFire Department
Emergency ManagemeAgency
Emergency Services

U.S. Forest Service
Georgia Forestry Commission

It was dediled to conduct community assessments on the batsisiaflividual fire digricts in
the county Plan was updated in Mar@016for the purpose of completing the following:

Risk Assessment Assessed wildfire hazard risks and prioritized mitigation action
Fuels Reduction Identified strategies for coordinating fuels treatment projects.
Structurelgnitability Identified strategies for reducing the ignitability of structures

within the Wildland interface.

Emergency Managemeriiorged relationships amng local government and fire tists and
developed/refined a piguppressioplan.

Education and OutreactDeveloped strategies for increasing citizen awareness and act
and to condudhomeowner andommunity leader workshops
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Background

Towns County, which borders North Carolina in northeast GeoBjizgsRidge Mountainss
the state's 118th county and comprises Hiae miles. It was created in 1856 freabunand
Union counties. Originally inhabited b@herokee Indianghe newly formed county was name
for George W. Townsthegovernorof Georgia from 1847 to 1851. The first white settlers,
attracted by the promise of free land, arrivédrahe Indian cessions of 1818 and 1819. Man
them came from the state's coastal counties, although those who gravitated to the most re
areas of the county were farmers from the mountains of North Carolina.

An important facet of early life in Towns County was a road built upon a Cherokee trading
running north to south through the county and passimgigiir Unicoi Gap. It served as a line
between settlers and the Cherokees until after the Indian cessions, when it fell solely into
hands of the whites. When the Cherokees were expelled from their villages, they were for
into "removal forts," one of tich was located in what is nddiawassegthe county seat.

Its remote location buffered the county from many of the effects @ithEWar (1861-65) and
ReconstructionMany residents of mountainous nodkeGeorgia were opposed, or at least h
no enthusiasm for, the Confederate cause. One group of young men from Towns County,
anti-Confederate sentiments, fled to Tennessee to escape fighting for the Southern cause
were ambushed and killed Bonfederates.

Hiawassee was incorporated in 1956, although it was originally incorporated in 1870 as
"Hiwassee." The name is from the Cherokee for "meadow," "savanna,” or "pretty fawn." T
first courthouse, completed in 1857, was replaced in 1905. Thent@ourthouse was built in
1964. The county has one other incorporated town, Young Harris, a college town in the
mountains. Originally called McTyeire, the town changed its name to Young Harris to hon
major benefactor of the local McTyeire Instituteunded in 1886 by Artemus Lester. When tt
town changed its name, the college followed suit. Each sunvoeng Harris Collegés the
host ofThe Reach of Sontheofficial state historic drama, which is performed at the Clegg |
Arts Center. Unincorporated communities include Gumlog, Jacksonville, Osborn, and Tre«

The primary economic focus of the county's residents for more than a centudarwias),
although some gold and mineral mining occurred in the county's east. The invention and
popularization of the automobile afééforld War 1(1917%18) prompted the state to build an
eastwest road, which linked Towns County to hitherto inaccessible markets. This road
contributed to a boost in the commercial developmétiieocounty and eventually stimulated
tourist industry as well. Tourism has now supplanted agriculture as the major economic fo
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Towns County.

Travelers are particularly attracted by the area’'s Appalachian ratsiand craftamountains,
and rivers. Many are drawn to the ann@abrgia Mountain Fajwhichhas been held in
Hiawassee since 1950. The southern and eastern borders of the county are framed by the
Appalachian Trajlanother important attractioklore than 50 percent of Towns County is
owned by the federal government; most of this is forest parkland.

Notable residents include former U.S. Office of Management and Budget diBectdrance
Georgia governoZell Miller, and poeByron Herbert Reece

Among the points of interest in Towns County are Brasstown Bald, the highest mountain i
Georgia, which is also partly in Union County; the Chattahoochee National Forest; Lake
Chatuge, a 7,058cremanmade lakethe Unicoi Turnpike, the first vehicular road in the coul
and surrounding area; and Unicoi Gap, the first pass in the Georgia Blue Ridge through w
publicroad was constructed. The Fred Hamilton Rhododendron Garden in Hiawassee is t
largest rhododendron garden in the state.

Two important rivers flow through Towns, tfi@allulah (Falls) Riverwhich enters Georgia in it:
northeast corner, and the Hiwassee River, whose headwaters are on the northern side of
Gap.

According to the 2014).S. @nsus, the population was 11,048 increase from the 2000
population of 9,319.
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Existing Situation

Over the past fifty year§,ownsCounty has averagek8 reported wildland fires per yearhe
occurrence of these firashiows gronouncegeak in the monthsf March andApril, but is
pretty even theemainder of the yeafFhese fires have burned an averagbsh63acres
annually.The monthly acreage burned fairly well corresponds with the number ofUsexy
more recent datayer the past 20 yeatlse annual numbers of firéss remained the samvith
an average of 13 fires per yeandtheacres burnetiave increased t@n average d84.45acres
a year Thisincrease in acreage is perhaps due to the challenging topography for firefighte
which can result in larger wildfires.

The leading caws of these firesver the past 20 yeangasdebris burningandcausings5% of
the fires an@®5% of the acres burne@ver the past six years records show that 88&# of the
debris fires originated from residential burning.

Georgia Forestry Commissitildfire Records show that in the past years,2 homes have
been lost or damaged by wildfire TownsCounty resulting in estimated losses @1 $00.00
along withsix non residentiabuildings valued at%71,000.00.Additionally two piecesof
mechanied equipment valued al B00.00were lost.This is a substantial loss of non timber
property attributed to wildfires ilownsCounty.
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The Wildland-Urban Interface

There are many definitions of the Wildlakbtban Interface (WUI), however from a fire
management perspective it is commonly defined as an area where structures and other h
development meet or intermingles with undeveloped wildlane:getative fuels. As fire is
dependent on a certain set of conditions, the National Wildfire Coordinating Group has de
the wildlandurban interface as a set of conditions that exists in or near areas of wildland ft
regardless of ownership. This sétconditions includes type of vegetatjduilding
construction, accessibility, lot size, topography and other factors such as weather and hur
When these conditions are present in certain combinations, they make some communities
vulnerabletovi | df i re damage than others. This
way to define wildlaneurban interface areas when planning for wildfire prevention, mitigatic
and protection activities.

There are three major categories of wildlamtdaninterface. Depending on the set of conditiol
present, any of these areas may be at risk from wildfire. A wildfire risk assessment can de
the level of risk.

1. A B o un d aurhamintexface id dharattdrized by areas of developnvenére
homes, especially new subdivisions, press against public and private wildlands, such as p
or commercial forest land or public forests or parks. This is the classic type of wiidlzenal
interface, with a clearly defined boundary between the suburipgye fand the rural countryside

2 . il nt er mibandnteracelargds are places where improved property and/or
structures are scattered and interspersed in wildland areas. These may be isolated rural t
an area that is just beginning totpoough the transition from rural to urban land use.

3. Al s | a+rbah interfatedalsacalldd occluded interface, are areas of wildland
within predominately urban or suburban areas. As cities or subdivisions grow, islands of
undeveloped land magmain, creating remnant forests. Sometimes these remnants exist a
parks, or as land that cannot be developed due to site limitations, such as wetlands.
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(CourtesyFire Ecology and Wildfire Mitigation in Florid2004)

Wildland Urba n Interface Hazards

Firefighters in the wildland urban interface may encounter hazards other than the fire itself, st
hazardous materials, utility lines and poor access.

# Hazardous Materials

1 Common chemicals used around the home may be a daeatd to firefighters from
flammability, explosion potential and/or vapors or-géfssing. Such chemicals include
paint, varnish and other flammable liquids; fertilizer; pesticides; cleansers; aerosol
fireworks, batteries and ammunition. In additisgome common household products st
as plastics may give off very toxic fumes when they burn. Stay OUT of the smoke fi
burning structures and any unknown sources such as trash piles.

# |llicit Activities

1 Marijuana plantations or drug producti@bs may be found in wildland urban interface
areas. Extremely hazardous materials such as propane tanks and flammable/toxic
chemicals may be encountered, as well as booby traps.

# Propane tanks

1 Both large (household size) and small (gas grill sizieliied propane gas (LPG) tanks
can present hazards to firefighters, including explosion. See the "LPG Tank Hazard
discussion for details.
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@ Utility lines

1 Ultility lines may be located above and below ground and may be cut or damaged b
or equpment. Don't spray water on utility lines or boxes.

# Septic tanks and fields

1 Below-ground structures may not be readily apparent and may not support the weig
engines or other apparatus.

# New construction materials

1 Many new construction nberials have comparatively low melting points and may-"off
gas" extremely hazardous vapors. Plastic decking materials that resemble wood are
becoming more common and may begin softening and losing structural strength at
though they normally do ngustain combustion once direct flame is removed. Howev
they continue to burn they exhibit the characteristics of flammable liquids.

@ Pets and livestock

1 Pets and livestock may be left when residents evacuate and will likely be highly stre
making them more inclined to bite and kick. Firefighters should not put themselves :
to rescue pets or livestock.

# Evacuation occurring

1 Firefighters may be taking structural protection actions while evacuations of residen
occurring. Be ver cautious of people driving erratically. Distraught residents may ref
to leave their property, and firefighters may need to disengage from fighting fire to ¢
law enforcement officers for assistance. In most jurisdictions firefighters do notheave
authority to force evacuations. Firefighters should not put themselves at risk trying t
protect someone who will not evacuate!

# Limited access

1 Narrow onelane roads with no turaround room, inadequate or poorly maintained bric
and culverts i@ frequently found in wildland urban interface areas. Access should be
sizedup and an evacuation plan for all emergency personnel should be developed.
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